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Question:  When installing additional electrical receptacles in an existing building or                      

space, are said receptacles subject to the automatic receptacle control requirements of ASHRAE 

90.1? 

 

 

Comment:  FBC Section C405.6.1 (Energy Conservation) requires that all electrical power 

distribution systems are subject to the design conditions in ASHRAE Standard 90.1.  Subsection 

8.4.2 of said standard requires that “at least 50% of all 125-volt 15- and 20- amp receptacles in 

all private offices, conference rooms, rooms used primarily for printing and/or copying 

functions, break rooms, classrooms, and individual work stations” be automatically controlled. 

 

There is no question regarding the clarity of this requirement with respect to new construction, 

additions and alterations. The code goes on to say that “Compliance shall not be required for the 

relocation or reuse of existing equipment at the same site.” The question relates to its 

applicability in the instance described above.  So, is the addition of electrical receptacles in an 

existing space considered an “alteration” as defined in the code?  ASHRAE 90.1 Sub 3.2 defines 

alteration as “a replacement or addition to a building or its systems and equipment; routine 

maintenance, repair, and service, or change in the building’s use classification or category shall 

not constitute an alteration.”  The next obvious question that arises is, are electrical receptacles 

considered “equipment” as defined above?  The ASHRAE definition of equipment is as follows: 

“devices for comfort conditioning, electric power, lighting, transportation, or service water 

heating, including but not limited to furnaces, boilers, air conditioners, heat pumps, chillers, 

water heaters, lamps, luminaires, ballasts, elevators, escalators, or other devices or installations.”  

Electrical receptacles may be installed at part of any equipment as described in the list above, but 

would not be considered in and of itself as equipment.  Correspondingly, the installation of a new 

electrical distribution system in an existing building would be included under the definition of 

equipment but the receptacle by itself would not be considered as equipment. 

 

 

Answer:  The installation of a power distribution system or part thereof would have to comply 

with the automatic receptacle control requirements as stated, however that requirement does not 

apply to the installation of additional receptacles to an existing system. 
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